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Dear Mr. Schlaack and IRS,  
 
Before answering the questions asked, I would like to summarize as best as possible our activities 
and intentions, as the vastness of them can certainly and understandably lead to confusion. It is my 
(Alix Claire Erie’s) understanding that the main purpose of this written account is to describe what 
are currently and what will be over the next 3 years the activities and expenses of ACE.  
 
First and foremost, ACE has been developing already since 2011, and it has become evident to us 
(“us” implying the countless people that have participated, as well as given council and support 
over the years) that we require a piece of land in a tropical to semi-tropical environment in order 
to conduct our activities. In response to that need, I (along with my husband and toddler) have 
recently relocated to Kauai, Hawaii and have begun to assess our ability to acquire this land in the 
form of a trust in terms of both funding and availability.  
 
We initially require a piece of land that is fertile, and that is also big enough to provide space for 
a community center and basic housing for the core members, residential students, volunteers, 
pilgrims and/or employees. It is our philosophy that living in a communal environment is aligned 
with our motive to practice sustainability and to reduce the amount of the Earth’s resources that 
we consume.  
 
We estimate that even starting with a single acre of land would be enough to satisfy the need for 
“seed funding” of our activities. As the listed prices on real estate websites are much more costly 
than we evaluate to be reasonable for the activities of our nonprofit agency to cover alone through 
courses and events, it is our hope and ambition that our community activities and the propagation 
of our ideas and mission will at least gain us the support of either land owners, or independently 
wealthy private individuals, or of large corporations… or of a combination of these three, and we 
will be able to acquire the land we need in the form of a trust.  
 
Assuming the hypothetical situation that we have the good fortune to acquire sufficient land in the 
immediate future, our primary focus would then shift from acquiring land to: 

• Providing food, shelter, and clothing for homeless, the impoverished, and those affected 
by natural disasters; 
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• Providing a group home/halfway house for rehabilitation of those afflicted with mental 
health or physical disabilities, criminals, and those with addictions; 

• Growing food in a community garden to feed members of the community in exchange for 
work done in the garden; 

• Holding vocational training and educational programs for ages ranging from pre-school to 
university level; 

• Founding a higher academic research facility for the areas typically found in accredited 
university settings, such as the sciences, arts, business, and law; 

• Constructing a facility for producing energy for the community through the combustion of 
trash (refer to Sweden’s active model of combustion of trash to produce energy).  

 
Therefore, over the next three years, it is our aim to acquire land, and depending on land prices 
in Kauai, we estimate that this land could be valued anywhere from $10,000 to over a million 
dollars. It will really depend on the details of the situation when it occurs.  
 
It is our intention and promise to conduct our activities in an ecologically conscious way, working 
with local and international organizations to obtain their consultation on any and all building of 
structures that takes place on the land. Optimally, we would use a combination of renewable 
resources and recycled materials to build our structures, as well as use as much materials from the 
land itself (such as dirt, ash, bamboo, manure and straw) to build our structures in the fashion of 
permaculture. Furthermore, we would optimally be able to (within the legal allowances of the 
county) install compostable toilets and be able to dispose of any waste in the most ecologically 
sound manner possible.  
 
Furthermore, over the past 15 years through extensive travels in underdeveloped countries (China, 
Vietnam, Nepal, India, Brazil and Turkey), I have encountered many situations in which I wish 
that I could do more, and I have engaged with numerous other individuals with the same concerns 
as myself. Most notably, I wish that I could: 

• Provide a safe escape for so many women that are trapped in abusive relationships in third 
world countries because the culture situation would have them destitute, homeless, or even 
beaten to death if they try to leave. This would imply providing battered women’s shelters 
in foreign countries, and job training, and opportunities for employment. I know from 
speaking with many women in this situation that if we had the funding, we could even 
employ them to serve the nonprofit sector; and, 

• Stop the human trafficking industry, especially the kidnapping and sex trafficking of young 
children. This would require working with large organizations such as the United Nations, 
the FBI, and independent institutions such as Palantir. There are many people that are 
supporters of ACE that have the education required to perform such missions (such as 
being a deployment strategist), but we require formal recognition of our mission and 
organization to be considered realistically to associate in a formal manner with these 
institutions… Having lived almost 7 years in Geneva, Switzerland I have many connections 
with UN and ILO employees, as well as diplomats and nonprofit chairs and employees. 
But, ACE must gain formal recognition before it is able to play any formal and concrete 
role in the activities of these organizations.  



 
ADVANCEMENT OF CIVILIZATION EFFORT 
82-2913579 
 

Letter 1312 (Rev. 2-2017) 
Catalog Number 35163W 

3 

 
As well, it has been expressed by another supporter (in Philadelphia) that she would like to add 
to our list of activities: 

• Animal rescue; 
• Rehabilitation of children that have been through physical and/or mental trauma; and, 
• Conservation of Native American Indian culture.  

 
…We have so many people that have expressed that they are ready to work on these missions, 
but we need the land first so that we can have a physical address, become solidified, and 
generate income through our community activities, to become semi-autonomous, and to be 
able to provide employment opportunities. I have primarily led my activities in my own home 
(always a rented apartment), or in open air. But as long as the location is rented, it does not 
serve as a permanently consecrated lieu for sanctuary, which is our goal stated in its most 
succinct form.  
 
…We want to do SO MUCH. There is so much wrong with the world. There are a LOT of 
GOOD people that want to jump on board, but without funding we cannot employ them. I 
would love to be able to put up ads for employment on indeed.com, monster.com, and on 
craigslist to be able to hire people that will coordinate and lead these efforts, but we need the 
funding. And, in fact, it would not even require posting these “Want Ads”… because there are 
already SO MANY people in line to do good, and just waiting for the opportunity to be hired 
as an employee of Advancement of Civilization Effort.  
 
The world needs more opportunities for people to work for nonprofit efforts, as there is a 
demand from the people to be able to get paid decent salaries for doing works that serve 
humanity and the Earth, rather than serving institutions that perpetuate consumerism, 
depletion of resources, and production of waste. It is the mission of Advancement of 
Civilization Effort to provide that opportunity to the people.  
 
I appreciate the time that you are taking to review our application.  
 
Thank you and sincerely,  
Alix Claire Erie 
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Information Request 
First Request 

 
Information we need to make our determination: 
 

1. Include the following declaration with your response, signed and dated by an officer, 
director, trustee, or other governing body member (not an authorized representative). You 
can sign and date the statement below or reproduce it in the body of your signed response. 
The declaration must accompany responses per Revenue Procedure 2018-5 (updated 
annually). 

 
Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this information, including 
accompanying documents, and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information 
contains all the relevant facts relating to the request for the information, and such facts are 
true, correct, and complete. 

 
 
     ____________________________________________  ________________________ 
     SIGN HERE       Date 
 
 

2. The information in Part III, number 1 from Form 1023-EZ did not provide the information 
necessary to make a determination on your application. Please provide a detailed description 
of your past, present, and future activities. In general, you should include: 

 
a. What specific activities you conduct 

 
The mission of ACE is to create a and maintain a fully functioning 

semi-autonomous community that designs and implements solutions 
to the world’s multitude of crises across every avenue of society 

including education, government, economy, workforce, technology, 
healthcare, and ecumenical (or universal) spirituality.  

 
The primary goal of ACE over the next 3 years is to gain the support of a member base in 
Kauai, Hawaii and to work towards the goal of acquiring a piece of land in that locale where 
we will be able to perform the activities of ACE. We intend on growing this member base 
through local events such as community gatherings, teachings, seminars, and events. At our 
gatherings we include a combination of holistic arts (yoga, tai chi, qi gong, kung fu), 
forgiveness circles, meditation, hypnotherapy, dance, elements of academic science (quantum 
mechanics, cosmology, biology and chemistry), creating art and music, and studying religious 
texts and articles from scientific journals. Furthermore, it is an integral part of our process to 

JULY 9, 2018
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have an open floor and to ask the members of our groups about their talents, skills, and 
ambitions and allow them to teach us as well.  
 
The short-term goal for the piece of land, once it has been acquired, is to implement:  

• Teachings of spirituality under the name “Limitless Community”; 
• Conservation of our connection with nature through emphasis on the practices of 

ancient cultures and on activities that reduce the usage of large machines, synthetic 
materials, and devices that require electricity and gas; 

• Sustainable farming, allowing us to feed our members at least in part directly from the 
land;  

• Having an association of home-schooled families (“Children Play”) who participate in 
educating our children as a community effort; 

• Designing and implementing programs to clean up pollution; and, 
• Recycling and upcycling, and eventually (in the long-term) creating a facility for 

harvesting energy from the combustion of trash.  
 
The long-term (30-90 years) vision is to have several facilities on this property, that will 
concretely implement the vision of ACE by providing jobs to our member constituents in areas 
that are deemed a necessity to the current state of the world and to advancing our civilization 
on the Kardashev Scale, including: 

• Dedicated groups that will work to clean up pollution and combat corruption; 
• A group home facility to provide rehabilitation and job training to those with mental 

health afflictions, addictions, and for criminals transitioning back into society; 
• ACE Bank: a practical model for transcapitalism (a model that defines a bridge 

between the currency-based economy and a purely gift economy), and devise strategies 
for implementation of that model at the small, community scale; 

• ACE Institute: an academic research institution that: 
o Addresses ethical concerns of transhumanism (the combination of man with 

machine), and provide a formal peer-reviewed perspective of practices in the 
artificial intelligence and technology industry, as well as research the 
development and concretely engineer ethically approved technology; 

o Creates the “Individual Advancement Assessment”, a questionnaire designed 
to both inspire and assess growth of individuals according to the three major 
benchmarks used as a measure for the advancement of civilization by ACE (the 
Kardashev Scale, the Kohlberg scale of Morality, and the Yama-Niyama of 
Patanjali).  

o Creates the “ACEpedia” that will document the transformation of our natural 
language, as well as apply a set of rules to the language used to define terms 
(such as reducing or eliminating negative connotations, and reference to past 
or future) to enhance the advancement of civilization through neuro-linguistic 
programming (NLP).  

• ACE ConneXion: a consulting agency that provides professional services such as 
white papers, administration, and recommendations for best business practices 
according to the philosophy of ACE.  
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The history of ACE is one that dates back 7 years to 2011, and it has gone through many stages 
already to arrive at this point. What follows is a brief account of the highlights of the activities 
of ACE over the past 7 years.  

 
 

2011-2013 
 
From Winter 2007 through the Spring of 2013 I was officially a resident of Switzerland and a 
student of the University of Geneva in Physics.  
 
Advancement of Civilization Effort has gone through much evolution since its inception in 
2011. ACE began as an online blog1 by myself, ACE founder and chairwoman, Alix Erie while 
I was still a student of physics and rigorously practicing yoga, meditation and holistic living in 
my free time.  
 
In 2013, when I had completed my studies in Geneva, I lived for 3 months in the Satyananda 
Yoga Ashram in Greece, where I observed, studied and analyzed the workings of the 
functioning community. It was not the first time that I had lived in a yoga ashram and 
experienced community life, as I also received a Yoga Teacher Training Certificate certified 
under the Government of India from Yoga Vidya Gurukul in Nashik, India in 2006. And I 
returned to the same Gurukul in 2010 to complete my Diploma in Yogic Studies (which 
introduced the advanced practices of meditation).  
 
 In the Satyananda Ashram in Greece I was quite disheartened by the way in which the 
philosophy and vision of the community and of the spiritual visionary (Swami Satyananda 
Saraswati) was being executed practically, and it was at that time that I began writing the core 
philosophy of ACE in a combination of both handwritten and typed form, as well as through 
diagrams, presentations and in a website. The result was a series of books that I titled 
“Advancement of Civilization Effort”. To this day, I have not had the time to complete the 
editing process and publish the books, as I am still wrapped up in seeking funding necessary 
to afford me the time to do so, as well as with the daily life of being a mother of a toddler and 
now being 7 months pregnant.  
 
In the summer of 2013 I moved back to the USA and stayed several months with an aunt in 
Massachusetts. During my time at my aunt’s home, I created the first website for ACE in 
HTML. It was at this time that I made all the logos and put the philosophy that I had written 
into graphical/visual form. 
 
From there I moved to a yoga ashram in San Francisco (The Yoga Society of San Francisco, 
or Brahmananda Ashram), where I lived for 6 months in a work-trade situation. It was here 
that I gained the majority of my deeper knowledge of the priesthood (or “pandit”) of yoga. I 

                                                        
1 https://advancementofcivilizationeffort.wordpress.com/ 
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was in the YSSF until May, 2014 when I was invited back to Switzerland by supporters of 
Advancement of Civilization Effort and the Limitless Community.  
 
All of this took mostly full-time work, as it included: 

• Researching and writing a series of short books and a blog; 
• Creating and maintaining a website in HTML; 
• Designing logos and other graphical representations of the philosophy to be posted on 

the worldwide web; 
• Creating and maintaining several social media profiles including 2 facebook profiles 

(one for ACE and one for Limitless Community, a project of ACE), a youtube channel 
(which began as my personal page “Durgananda Saraswati” and eventually forked to 
include ACE as a separate channel), and an attempt at a twitter profile; and, 

• Designing countless social media mimes for the Limitless Community facebook 
profile. 

 
Therefore, in the first 2 years the primary activities of ACE were considered as a personal 
hobby as I was developing the core philosophy and propagating that philosophy under the 
motivation of “cultivating awareness”.  
 
I received no pay during this period for my activities, and I worked to support myself as much 
as possible as a holistic therapist and yoga teacher, as these activities are directly related to the 
mission of ACE. When necessary, I supplemented my income in a variety of manners, 
including tutoring math and physics, managing a holistic studio and its marketing, working as 
a nanny, as a clerk in a book store, doing bookkeeping, working in restaurants, gardening, and 
in a toy store. (Eventually, I created the Limitless Consultancy LLC in 2017 in order to give a 
defined and organized business entity to these self-employed activities, which I will address 
later in response to your 5th question.) As well, I often participated in work-trade situations, in 
which I got my accommodation and food either for free or at a discounted price.  
 
2014 
As the philosophy of ACE became more defined and there was a significant enthusiasm shown 
by the public, it began to manifest in the form of spiritual circles and potluck dinners hosted in 
my private residence (at that time in Geneva, Switzerland), which I hosted either free-of-
charge or donation-based (see Appendix A.1-2). These gatherings became so frequent that I 
eventually created a meetup group (called “Wellness Geneva”) on meetup.com2 for which I 
paid the costs for maintenance out of pocket (about $100 for that year).3 In 2014, I was no 
longer a resident of Switzerland, but was hosted by several members of the community in their 
homes and provided with basic necessities, including Sana Kisoso (of Kenya), Julien Brunner 
(of France), and Carolina Barros (of Argentina).  
 

                                                        
2 https://www.meetup.com/Wellness-Geneva/ 
3 Wellness Geneva was only managed by me for the first year, it is now managed by a different person and has 
taken on a completely different function from what was originally intended by me.  
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As well, I was even invited to give a seminar at the University of Geneva’s affiliated program 
“Trade School Geneva” on ACE (see Appendix A.3). The idea of “Trade School Geneva” is 
to offer your teachings in exchange for a donation of requested objects, that can be anything 
except for money.  
 
Furthermore, in the home of Julien Brunner and Sana Kisoso, I consecrated my personal space 
as a community room, and it was furnished in majority by the community through donations 
of furniture, time and effort to paint and decorate (see Appendix A.4). It was here that we 
held weekly courses in spirituality and where I provided holistic therapy (hypnotherapy, reiki, 
kundalini breathwork, and depression and addiction counseling) to a few people that were 
depressed or suffering from addictions. 
 
It was around this time in 2014 that I began to receive my first monetary donations from private 
individuals. The amounts were small, typically under $100, and they were few and far between. 
In 2014, I received approximately $465 in donations, of which Julien Brunner contributed 
$375 towards a plane ticket for me to arrive from San Francisco.  
 
A history of those donations, both online and offline, can be seen on the “Limitless Community 
Trust” GoFundMe page4. As well, a non-exhaustive list of the patron members can be seen on 
the bottom of the Limitless Community “About” page5, and I will continue to add member 
photos and biographies as time permits. 
 
Finally, I sent out the first “Limitless Newsletter” in 2014 via MailChimp and have continued 
to send out newsletters 1-3 times per year since then. Newsletters typically highlight a member 
of the community and their activities, introduce a practice of meditation or holistic lifestyle, 
include an editorial, and feature events of ACE, or of community members or organizations. It 
has been a goal to make the Limitless Newsletter a monthly edition for some time, but time, 
funding and manpower has not yet permitted this to become a reality.  
 
2015-2016 
 
In November, 2014 my move from Switzerland to Brazil was sponsored by community 
members Julien Brunner, Carolina Barros and Geraldo Napoleao Neto, and I was hosted in 
Brazil for several weeks by Geraldo’s family. At that time, I gave yoga and breathing classes 
for free on the veranda of Geraldo’s home to neighbors, and eventually his family paid for my 
bus ticket to Florianopolis where I had friends who hosted my arrival. In Florianopolis I 
occasionally held community events in the open air and provided holistic therapy free of cost. 
 
During that time, I met the biological father (a Brazilian citizen) of my son, Johann Oscar Erie, 
and was providing him holistic therapy free of charge. We became engaged, and I then moved 
in with his family in Caxias do Sul, Brazil. During those 5 months, my main focus was the 
conversion of the ACE website from HTML to Wordpress, the social media web presence, the 

                                                        
4 https://www.gofundme.com/LimitlessCommunityTrust 
5 http://limitlesstantra.org/about/ 
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writing of blogs, and with the editing of the writings that I produced in 2013. A couple of times 
I received small donations of approximately $20-$50, which was given as a courtesy and was 
never solicited.  
 
In May, 2015 when I was 5 months pregnant, I moved back to my family home in Zachary, 
Louisiana and at that point I put my activities with ACE on hold until November, 2015 when 
my son was about 6 weeks old. During that period of the final months of my pregnancy and 
the first weeks of my son’s life I was primarily focused on generating income through online 
work as a freelancer. (It is this freelance work that I eventually determined it was most 
practical to convert into a limited liability company with the intention of separating my 
nonprofit activities with ACE and the Limitless Community from activities that were solely 
performed for the sake of providing income. Therefore, in July, 2017 I formed the Limitless 
Consultancy LLC in Louisiana.) 
 
In November of 2015, our international core membership (myself, Michel Combes of France 
and Mathew Jijo of India) began broadcasting video podcasts on YouTube on two different 
channels6 which we performed at least weekly for approximately 8 months up until mid-
summer 2016. We often had podcasts 2 or even 3 times per week, and typically over an hour. 
Also, we often had guest speakers to engage us on their work on freeware and open source, 
gift economy, quantum physics, artificial intelligence, and agile project management, among 
others. Unfortunately, we encountered many technical issues initially with being able to record 
our group video meetings, and only a fraction of them ended up being publicized on youtube. 
Furthermore, it took a considerable amount of time to edit these meetings for broadcasting, 
as sound quality was often poor, and we merged recordings from different people around 
the globe for final production.  
 
On a positive note, through our group discussions, we were able to grow our philosophy and 
consolidate our core mission as a group. We solidified our vision for how we would like to see 
our civilization advance, and we made significant attempts at executing these visions through 
the Shangri-LA homestead7 and through the projects mentioned on our project space8, mainly 
Project Pendulum AI and ACE ConneXion at that point in time. However, we encountered 
two major obstacles with turning our vision into a concrete reality: 1) funding, and 2) my 
family home in Louisiana where I was projecting the future of the community of ACE was 
majorly damaged by the historic flood of 2016 in August.  
 
In short, the vision continued to grow and be propagated in a purely educational and 
philosophical manner, although we made sizable efforts to get our projects off the ground in a 
concrete way. 

                                                        
6 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa0iI_GnwqExQhuQbxlFrag/videos and,  
https://www.youtube.com/user/durganandasaraswati/videos  
7 http://advancementofcivilizationeffort.org/inhabit-ace/shangri-la-homestead/   
8 https://projects.limitlessexistence.org/ 
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As a side note, I will mention that in 2014 the community of ACE—or the Limitless 
Community, or Wellness Geneva—was functioning in a very concrete way. However, 
due to the fact that I was no longer on a student visa, I was not able to stay in Switzerland.   
 

Furthermore, to my dismay, in the podcasts of 2015-2016, the spiritual aspect of ACE had been 
almost completely left out, as our conversations were dominated by the projection of our vision 
through the fields of science, technology, economy, education and government. However, 
when ACE was created in 2011-2012 it was intended to be a merging of the objective and 
subjective sciences9 into a Grand Unified Theory (GUT), and to be a practical application of 
that theory to our human existence for the good of all Earth. (I was a master student in String 
Theory—a candidate theory for a GUT—at the University of Geneva, and hence the root of 
this motivation.) 
 
Therefore, when I was not able to stay in Louisiana (where I had intended on creating our 
homestead) due to flood damage, I decided it was time to reinfuse spirituality into the vision 
of ACE, and I traveled with my 11-month-old son to Dharamshala, India in October 2016 with 
the intention of reconnecting ACE with its Eastern spiritual foundations: primarily in 
Buddhism, yoga, Taoism, and Hinduism. 
 
2017-2018 
During my time in Dharamshala in the end of 2016 and the beginning of 2017 I gained a 
significant following almost overnight on facebook. I gained 4,000 followers in approximately 
1 week, and I became heavily focused on my ability to raise awareness through social media.  
 
Using that influence, I was able to recruit through social media and posters (see Appendix A.5) 
a few volunteers to work on a development project for an ashram in the Himalayas, called 
“Siddharth Yoga” and sometimes “Rishi Yoga”. As well, I raised a small amount of money 
(only $50, but half a month’s salary for some Indians) for a local family in need. Furthermore, 
one member, a Tibetan woman, volunteered to type up the ACE Bylaws, that were originally 
handwritten.  
 
I also launched a mini-campaign to raise awareness to Indians about their responsibility to keep 
their India clean. I did this through photo-journaling of several sites that were overrun with 
trash heaps, including rivers, roads and home-fronts.  
 
I also relaunched the Limitless Community activities (see Appendix A.6) and was giving daily 
classes and regular community events. As well, I gave immersion programs of 1 week to four 

                                                        
9 For clarification, the objective sciences are intended to mean the methods of information acquisition that approach  
elimination of the bias of the observer by the direct omission of the subjective experience of the experimental scientist 
(such as physics, biology, chemistry and all other academic sciences), whereas the subjective sciences  are those means 
of information acquisition that include the experience of the observer, but approach elimination of the bias of the 
observer through systematic cleansing of the subjective organs and refining sensory perception (through, for example, 
yoga, meditation, and cleansing techniques).  
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individuals. The prices were minimal, and fees were waived for volunteers or people that 
were in financial hardship.  
 
When, in mid-2017, I met and married my husband Daman Singh (an Indian), a fellow holistic 
therapist and teacher of spirituality, we initiated a combined effort for the Limitless 
Community, and I began a new campaign including media for distribution (see Appendix A.7) 
for the Limitless Community website, and on promoting our values through social media. As 
well, I continued to receive students and provide therapies.  
 

All in all, we spent about $40 on printing 2,000 trifold brochures, of which we still have 
approximately 1500. Also, I spend approximately $250 per year on web hosting and 
domain names. And, there are also nominal marketing costs (less than $100) that we 
have invested in marketing research with Google Adwords and Facebook for the courses 
of the Limitless Community. 

 
There are a number of courses that we have designed for the Limitless Community that are 
described on the website LimitlessTantra.org under the sections: 

1) Teacher Trainings,  
2)  Residential Courses,  
3) Retreats, and  
4) Services.  

 
It is our dream to be able to fund our community service activities solely 
through the proceeds that we receive from the courses that we offer and 
from member donations. However, realistically, basing an evaluation of 
funding capability off of historical data, teachings will not be enough to 
entirely fund the community service activities, and we will eventually come 
to a point at which we will need to apply for grants to fund our efforts. This 
is most probably due to the fact that we prioritize the act of giving teachings, 
regardless of the amount of money received in exchange for teachings 
which has caused us to have to fall back on other activities outside of the 
scope of ACE in order to pay our bills (in other words, the activities that I 
perform through the Limitless Consultancy LLC, and when employed by 
external entities). 

 
In July, 2017 I decided to register the “Limitless Consultancy LLC”, so that I would be more 
organized and established in my freelance activities. However, the reality is that I have done 
very little commerce through this LLC, except for one freelance job (totaling $1280) that my 
husband did upon his arrival in the USA in 2018 before receiving his Social Security Number, 
a $900 job that I did in the end of 2017, and a $183 admin job that I did in May 2018. 
 
In 2017, I received some donations and, as our podcasts continued sporadically, I was urged 
by several members to formally register ACE as a nonprofit entity so that we would be able to 
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apply for grants and other funding for our activities. Specifically, Michel Combes donated 
$500 to go towards the registration of ACE at the state level, for the application for the 501c3 
non-profit status, and finally (yet to be completed) for the trademark “ACE Bank”. 
 
Finally, my husband and I attempted at 3 different locations in Dharamshala in 2017 to open a 
community center for yoga, meditation and holistic therapy over a period of 6 months, and we 
put in a significant amount of time, effort and funding (about $100 for marketing). But, 
unfortunately, we encountered corruption on so many levels that we finally left Dharamshala 
to return to my husband’s previous residence of 11 years in a Hindu temple in Amritsar, India.  
 
Completely discouraged by the gravity of the corruption that we encountered in 2017 in India 
(as well as myself and my toddler being afflicted by a string of illnesses and parasites), we 
decided to move and to make our permanent residence in the USA, narrowing down that 
decision to settle in Kauai, Hawaii. Therefore, during the end of 2017 through April 2018 our 
primary focus was not on the direct activities of ACE, but on the complex and time-consuming 
administrative process of my husband’s immigration to the USA.  
 
In April 2018 we traveled to Louisiana to see if the house in Zachary had been sufficiently 
recovered from the flood to begin our activities there. To our disappointment, it was well 
beyond our abilities to repair, and we began making our plans for moving to Kauai, Hawaii.  
 
In June 2018, we finally arrived in Kauai, and since July 4, 2018 we have a personal residence 
here in a rented apartment.  

 
b. Who participates in these activities 
 
 Many people have participated in the activities of Advancement of Civilization Effort 
around the world. I could name hundreds of people that have joined in on classes, groups, 
ceremonies, and seminars. In some situations, like when giving a seminar, I could not even 
name the people because I did not have the chance to meet them personally.  
 
In fact, there are countless individuals that have contributed in developing the philosophy of 
ACE, and so many of them are ready to be employed by ACE, because they want to live and 
work in the environment proposed by ACE…. However, unfortunately we are not yet in a 
position to be able to fund their employment.  
 
The board members of ACE that are officially registered are myself, Aliceshia Slain, Melissa 
Darrington, and Peter Brewer. All three of these members have made small monetary 
contributions to ACE: Peter in 2014 contributed $69, Aliceshia in 2017 contributed $70, and 
Melissa in 2017 also contributed $333. These funds, as well as the majority of all the donations 
I have received to date (a total of $1,997) have been used at moments when I was in financial 
crises. These board members have actually been minimally involved in the activities of ACE, 
but are strong supporters of the mission. When registering for 501(c)(3) status, it is necessary 
to name board members, and the natural choice would be to choose a few international 
members (such as Michel Combes and Jijo Mathew), however I was advised to add domestic 



 
ADVANCEMENT OF CIVILIZATION EFFORT 
82-2913579 
 

Letter 1312 (Rev. 2-2017) 
Catalog Number 35163W 

13 

board members for the initial application and to expand to international status at a later date 
when we are more established. I am grateful that Peter, Aliceshia and Melissa have been 
supportive and have allowed me to assign formal positions to them on the board of ACE in 
these initial stages.    
 
The members of the public that follow ACE, Limitless Community, and my personal profile 
under the name of “Durgananda Saraswati” have contributed funds to me when I was in need 
(for visa fees, or plane tickets for example) because they truly believe that the work that I have 
been doing is genuine and worthwhile. Many of the people that have contributed funds I have 
actually never even met in person and are followers of my accounts on social media. They 
contribute in discussions on social media, and also often send me questions of a spiritual, 
scientific or epistemological nature.  
 
On location, the members vary depending on the locale. For instance, in Switzerland, the 
participants were generally residents of Switzerland. The same goes for Brazil and India and 
America. No matter where the events take place, though, the participants are typically seekers 
of spirituality, interested in the union of spirituality with science, passionate about an 
alternative lifestyle and finding balance between financial security and living in a non-
corporate environment.  
 
As well, when we do podcasts, we typically invite experts in their professional field or highly 
knowledgeable amateurs to speak about the subject in question, their findings, and to instruct 
us on possible solutions.  
 
Finally, now that we have arrived at the location where we have made a firm decision to 
construct our base in Kauai, Hawaii, we are already making connections with locals that have 
similar missions and lifestyles and have begun to probe into the possibility of working together. 
For example, in the short 2 weeks that we have been here in Kauai: 

• We made contact with the Waipa Foundation last week. Waipa is a 501c3 organization 
that is already firmly established in their activities and has been in existence for close 
to 30 years. They are a community that promotes local agriculture and culture, and 
sustainable development. We are planning to attend some of their public events in the 
next month to make contact with the local non-profit community and to see how we 
can fit in.  

• We have also met a group of people that have been regularly filling up buckets of trash 
in a dedicated manner every time they go to the beach. They have even made a youtube 
video about their project and are attempting to make it go viral. They are not formally 
organized, and we would like to collaborate with them to grow this endeavor, and 
perhaps apply for funding for this activity and similar activities that are already taking 
place on a small scale.  

• We met with members of an organic farm that participates in work-trade situations. We 
are highly enthusiastic about promoting these types of opportunities, and we believe 
that if we solidify our relations, we will be more effective at giving momentum to this 
movement.  
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• We made contact with a network of local food drives, which already have their own 
nonprofit status. This is an inspiration to us, because as we become more established 
and financially supported by the community, it is our goal to also be able to provide 
food to the community and to those less fortunate.  

• We have visited several thrift stores, and made contact with the owner/operators. This 
is important to our process as well as an educational experience, as it is in our plans to 
also provide a space for people to donate their unwanted belongings either for sale or 
even for free to the needy.  

• I have tentatively arranged to hold a first free community gathering in my home next 
weekend for breathwork, meditation, and voicing positive intentions. I have invited a 
few of the people that we have met here, including some of the people mentioned in 
the above list.  

• It is our hope that through our community events we will gain the membership and 
support required in Kauai to grow our organization and to be able to execute more 
projects that have a direct and real positive impact on our Earth and on humanity.  

 
In short, as Advancement of Civilization Effort is a movement to advance an entire civilization, 
we exclude no one, and aim to include, at least in part, every human being on Earth in this 
movement. We address each individual that we meet with equality, make an effort to 
understand their concerns about their own lives and about their relation to the world and about 
the state of the world, and we attempt to devise solutions together using our combined 
resources. This begins on a small scale with local gatherings, one-on-one contact, and making 
connections through social media.  

 
c. Where you conduct the activities 

 
In the past activities related to ACE have normally been held either in my personal residence 
or in open air. However, on occasion I have been invited to give seminars or workshops in an 
institution or center. As well, in the past the activities of ACE (and Limitless Community) have 
primarily been performed in Switzerland, Brazil, and India. However, now we have relocated 
permanently to Kauai, Hawaii USA, and we are going to be performing the majority of our 
activities in Kauai for the foreseeable future.  

  
We are arriving and beginning the process of permanently settling in Kauai, Hawaii, and we 
are now ceasing for the next several years our international programs. Typically, about 3 
months of integration with the community is required to get daily activities going. Then, once 
daily hour-long activities are established, we will begin to give workshops and more advanced 
courses. Finally, I will begin offering longer residential courses, teacher training certification 
courses and retreats. This is a model that I have been following for several years now and have 
firmly established my syllabus for the Limitless Community aspect of Advancement of 
Civilization Effort.  
 
As in the past these activities will take place first in my home, and we intend to grow into a 
community space setting.  
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However, I am at the moment 7 months pregnant (due in September), and although I will 
continue in part with my activities and holding circles, I estimate that for about the next 6 
months I will be more focused on family than on my nonprofit activities. In that time, I will 
be building relationships in the local Kauai community, and scouting out opportunities to 
acquire land, rent a studio for a community space, or to potentially partner with other 
registered organizations.  

 
d. What fees, if any, are charged and how you determine them 

 
For the first few years, all of my activities were donation-based, and were open donation or a 
specific donation was suggested in order to cover the cost of resources. Sometimes it was 
suggested to donate materials rather than money itself, such as flowers, candles, or whiteboard 
erasers.  
 
Since 2016, however, I began putting a price on courses and services as my ability to pay my 
bills with other means was significantly hindered because of the time and effort that it required 
to host gatherings and provide services.  
 
Prices always vary depending on the location. For instance, if I am giving a course in 
Switzerland the price will be greater than if I am giving a course in India. Furthermore, there 
is always a sliding scale, and I assess people’s ability to pay on a case-by-case basis and modify 
the suggested price accordingly.  
 
As well, suggested prices are typically comparable to similar courses that are given by other 
entities. Examples: 

• Morning yoga and meditation class (1 hour) – $3-15 
• Three-month bi-monthly Saturday workshop (3 hours)-$300 
• Healing/reiki/holistic therapy/spiritual counseling–Free of Charge 
• Week-long intensive residential course including food and accommodation in India: 

$100-200 
• Saturday evening discussion circle (Satsang): Free of Charge 
• Group ceremony (3 hours) – Donation bowl  
• Teacher Training 1 month intensive residential course including food and 

accommodation – $700 - $1500 (yet to have open enrollment)  
 
As well, the foundation and backbone of all activities in the community is always a free 
gathering at which there are no donations accepted. For example, I often start activities in a 
community by giving a free event such as a Sunday evening fire ceremony with chanting, a 
Saturday morning breathing and meditation group, or an evening “Satsang” (discussion of 
spiritual and moral topics that inspire virtuous behavior). 
 
Free activities are the primary focus of our organization, and if we could do everything free of 
cost and rely solely on the good will of others to provide for our needs to survive and thrive, 
then we would never charge. Furthermore, if we were completely self-sustainable and had no 
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need for money and were able to survive solely from the land that we inhabit, then again, we 
would provide all of our services and resources at no cost to the public.  
 
Finally, the notion of propagating a “Gift Economy” is central to the philosophy and vision of 
ACE, and to that regard we are working on a model called “Transcapitalism” that provides a 
viable bridge between a currency-based economy and an economy in which open-hearted 
giving at the recognition of others needs when we have more than we, ourselves, need is 
implemented.  

 
e. What percentage of your time and resources you spend on the activities 

 
As Advancement of Civilization Effort is intended to be a movement for society towards a 
complete lifestyle of harmony, truth, equality and virtuous deeds in all actions, it could easily 
and truthfully be stated that ACE is a 24 hour per day, 7 day per week job. We do not see that 
morality ends when the profit of the corporation begins, but we see that the profit of the 
corporation (or establishment) *is* the integrity of the morality of its establishment.  
 
Teaching the value of and being an example of moral and ethical behavior is a permanent 
attitude that cannot be compromised at any point in time for the sake of any material thing, 
including financial profits, land rights, new cars, expensive jewelry, perfumes and clothes, or 
luxury or even comfort of any kind. We have sacrificed many degrees of comfort and security 
in order to maintain the integrity of our teachings.  
 
That being said, I would consider my own work on ACE to be at least a full-time 40 hour per 
week effort most of the time. As mentioned before, though, I have taken a few breaks from 
work on ACE for maternity purposes, and at some points to do freelance work (bookkeeping, 
marketing, admin, business consulting, etc.) that is outside of the immediate scope of ACE, 
and for which I see a firm separation.  
 
Managing ACE is a passion, and so it has consumed many areas of my life: planning 
courses, writing books and blogs, making graphics and distribution materials to illustrate 
our concepts to the public, maintaining several social media outlets, organizing and editing 
podcasts and agendas for those virtual meetings, and performing all accounting, keeping 
detailed records, providing therapies, designing and editing newsletters, recruiting 
volunteers and managing volunteer efforts, making basic attempts at providing charity to 
individuals in need, networking, and arranging for travel and accommodation.  
 
Other members of ACE have contributed mostly in their “free time” and have continued to 
hold full-time jobs outside of ACE. Some members are ready to become full-time employees 
of ACE, but again, we currently are not in the financial situation to do so.  
 
Having a couple of full-time employees to manage several of the duties that I perform myself 
as mentioned above is a definite need in order for ACE to be able to move past the stage at 
which we are now and make a more solid impact in the world by executing our plans. It is 
not possible for me to teach full-time, do admin full-time, do marketing full-time, do 
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fundraising full-time, organize all of the programs we have envisioned full-time, edit and 
prepare my books for publishing full-time and take care of all of our technical issues full-
time. 
 
In short, I, Alix Erie, work for ACE full-time… or more truthfully, over-time.  

 
3. Please provide your actual revenues and expenses for each year you completed and 

projections of your likely revenue and expenses for your current and future year(s) for 
a total of 3 years of financial information.  

 
I began filing my taxes in 2015 for the first time. I had never filed before because I was always 
a university student and did not have any real income. In 2014 I was mainly hosted by friends 
and supporters and in ashrams and received a few hundred dollars in donations. In 2015, I 
began to see my income increase, and I knew that it was my duty to begin filing my taxes, even 
though I was still well below the required income bracket that is required to file taxes. I chose 
to begin at this point so that I could familiarize myself with the process so that by the time I 
was making a significant income I would have ironed out all of the kinks in the process.  
 
In 2015 I filed $2,266. In 2016 I filed $10,897. And, in 2017 I filed $7,171.  
 
In 2015 the totality of my income claimed on my taxes was from non-ACE related business 
that I did through online work with Elance.com, Freelancer.com, and TimeEtc.com. As 
mentioned above, I vaguely remember receiving a few very small donations of $20-$50 that I 
did not record, as I did not consider them notable at that time.  
 
In 2016, again the majority of my income was from non-ACE related freelance work that I was 
doing online with the abovementioned companies.  
 
Finally, in 2017, the majority of my income received, less $900 of bookkeeping from 
Conviction Films, was from donations and courses that I was giving through the Limitless 
Community project of ACE. It was because of this explosion of support and gaining a 
significant following of the public, and also understanding the demand for our activities to be 
concretized that I knew that it was time to become formally registered as a nonprofit. So, in 
October 2017 I registered ACE at the state level, and then in March 2018, I completed the 
Form 1023-EZ for federal tax-exempt status with the IRS.  
 
In terms of expenses, I spend about $250 per year on web hosting and domain names. I could 
eventually write off the expense of my Microsoft 365 subscription, at least in part, as well as 
my desktop computer. However, I consider these to be mostly insignificant.  
 
Eventually, the main expenses that we see as not being immediately covered by the 
courses offered through the Limitless Community would be the following: 

• Funding for a piece of land or even initially for rent of a community center; 
• Funding to hire a few employees for the office; 
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• Funding for the resources required to run our programs for cleaning up the 
environment and for charitable purposes (such as a half-way house or group 
home, for battered women’s shelters, and for orphanages); 

• Funding to build a facility for converting trash into energy via combustion; and, 
• Funding for academic researchers for the ACE Institute.  

 
Most of these expenses are not projected to take place in the next three years, however, as 
obtaining the land (or even a rented space for a temporary center) is a pre-requisite for the 
majority of these other expenses, and I estimate it may take anywhere from 1-10 years to obtain 
that land, I am not in a hurry. As well,  there is no rush as it is very important to the integrity 
of the activities at ACE that the funding is provided without any commercial interest from the 
source of funding.  
 
As mentioned above, a piece of land of 1 acre could cost anywhere from $0 to over $1 
million in Kauai. A rented space would probably cost between $2,000-$5,000 per month, 
according to current local commercial real estate prices research.  

 
5. Per conversation with Alix Claire Erie on May 29, 2018, it was indicated that you work 

with a related limited liability corporation that has been receiving contributions for 
your organization until you receive exemption. Please provide the name of the 
organization, employer identification number, tax exempt status of the organization, 
and details of the relationships between the organizations including relationships with 
the board members. Also provide details how the organizations will work together in 
the future.  

 
As mentioned above, the name of the affiliated limited liability corporation is Limitless 
Consultancy LLC. I, Alix Claire Erie, am the sole proprietor of this entity, and I only registered 
it in the summer of 2017. The employer identification number is 82-1970844. It is not a tax-
exempt organization. 
 
To date I have only claimed the aforementioned $7,171 ($900 of which was from non-ACE 
related work, and the rest that was a combination of income received from giving courses and 
from donations) through the Limitless Consultancy on my 2017 taxes. 
 
The primary function of Limitless Consultancy LLC is for me to be able to separate work that 
I do in order to bring in income that is not related to ACE from income that is directly related 
to ACE and the Limitless Community. Because I am the sole proprietor of Limitless 
Consultancy and because my total income for the year was only $7171, I did not feel that there 
would be any serious conflict of interest, as long as I was reporting my income to the IRS.  
 
Because I did not yet have the federal tax-exempt status from the IRS, I was not legally 
permitted to file income for ACE under the laws of Louisiana as a non-profit entity, and so 
I made the choice to simply claim the income received as my own profit for that year under 
the Limitless Consultancy LLC.  



 
ADVANCEMENT OF CIVILIZATION EFFORT 
82-2913579 
 

Letter 1312 (Rev. 2-2017) 
Catalog Number 35163W 

19 

That being said, all of the donations received (excepting $50 for a family in need in 
Dharamshala) were made towards my personal living expenses, in any case, and made as a 
show of appreciation for the work that I do for the community.  
 
I in no way ever “misused” any of the funds that were donated, as the income I claimed through 
the Limitless Consultancy LLC for 2017 on my taxes was all intended by patrons to go towards 
my personal expenses because the community knew that I was in a situation of poverty due to 
the time that I spend counseling, inspiring, teaching, and creating media free-of-cost.  
 
Going forward, if ACE in fact does receive approval for the 501c3 status, I will take serious 
measures to gain legal advice on what is permissible and acceptable in terms of my being a 
paid employee of a non-profit organization for which I am the chairwoman. I have the best 
of intentions of complying with federal laws and in providing the most funds possible to our 
charitable activities… and also being able to pay for the basic expenses of myself and my 
family.  
 
…It would be really great if someday soon all of my efforts to help humanity, the Earth, and 
our entire civilization will actually provide me the material stability to be above the federal 
poverty line. It is truly my dream to help make the world a place of equality, non-violence, in 
absence of greed, in which we can all thrive together and see our planet succeed in continuing 
to provide us with energy and nourishment for generations to come.  
 
 
 
Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this information, including 
accompanying documents, and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information 
contains all the relevant facts relating to the request for the information, and such facts are 
true, correct, and complete. 

 
 
     ____________________________________________  ________________________ 
     SIGN HERE       Date 

 
 

JULY 9, 2018
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Appendix  
 
A.1 Flyer for Spiritual Circle in 2014 
 

 
 
A.2 Donation Bowl 
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A.3 Seminar at the University of Geneva 
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A.4 Sample of Donations from Community Members for Community Space 
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A.5.a Volunteer Program 2017 Flyer & Documentation 
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A.5.b Volunteer Swami Prakash Murti Saraswati, recruited as a volunteer 
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A.6 Spring 2017 - Dharamshala India Poster 
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A.7 Limitless Community Trifold Brochure 2017-2018 (Inside) 
 

 
 
Limitless Community Trifold Brochure 2017-2018 (Outside) 

 


